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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, IC, FI 

SUBJECT: VISIT OF PRESIDENT KEKKONEN TO ICELAND 

1 . PRESIDENT KEKKONEN VISITED ICELAND AUGUST 10-14. 

OFFICIAL VISIT COVERED PERIOD AUGUST 10-12 AND WAS ONLY 
SECOND OF ITS KING IN TWENTY YEARS. (PRESIDENT HAD VISITED 
ICELAND OFTEN IN PRIVATE CAPACITY.) VISIT WAS DEVOID 

OF SUBSTANCE BUT ATMOSPHERICS WERE EXCELLENT. 

2. KEKKONEN WAS HOSTED BY ICELAND'S PRESIDENT, PRIME 
MINISTER, AND REYKJAVIK MAYOR, KEKKONEN HOSTED DINNER IN 
RETURN, AS WELL AS RECEPTION FOR FINNS RESIDENT IN 
COUNTRY. MFA OFFICIAL SAID THAT NO MATTERS OF SUBSTANCE 
WERE DISCUSSED AND VISIT WAS ANOTHER SHOW OF NORDIC 
FRIENDSHIP. 

3. PRESS COVERAGE WAS WIDESPREAD AND FAVORABLE BEFITTING 
VISIT OF NORDIC HEAD OF STATE. EACH OF ICELAND'S SIX 

DAILIES CONTAINED FRONT PAGE PICTURE AND STORY DURING COURSE OF 
VISIT, AND INSIDE PAGES FEATURED PANOPLY OF PHOTOS. 

THREE PAPERS PROVIDED EDITORIAL TREATMENT, ALL CALLING 
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VISIT SYMBOL OF NORDIC COOPERATION, PARTICULARLY BETEEN 
TWO COUNTRIES ON OUTSKIRTS OF CENTRAL AREA. NO PAPER, 

INCLUDING COMMUNIST THJODVILJINN (WHICH NOTED THAT "CLASS 
STRUGGLE" LEFT A MARK ON FINNISH LIFE AND CULTURE), REFERRED 
TO FINNISH-SOVIET RELATIONS, THOUGH ALL PRAISED KEKKONEN'S 
ROLE IN INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS. 
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4. DURING VISIT KEKKONEN OPENED EXHIBITION OF FINNISH ART 
AT NORDIC HOUSE AND ICELANDIC STATE RADIO HAD SIBELIUS 
PROGRAM. 

5. AFTER END OF OFFICIAL VISIT AUGUST 12, KEKKONEN WENT 
OFF TO CATCH SALMON (STILL FOLLOWED BY PHOTOGRAPHERS) 
UNTIL HIS DEPARTURE AUGUST 14. 

6. PRIME MINISTER TOLD AMBASSADOR AT DINNER AT RESIDENCE 
AUGUST 17 THAT HE WAS GREATLY IMPRESSED BY KEKKONEN'S 
PHYSICAL VIGOR AND ALERTNESS. SOCIAL SIDE OF PROGRAM. 
PARTICULARLY LAST DAY, WAS OF NON-STOP CHARACTER, AND 
KEKKONEN NEVER MISSED A BEAT. PRIME MINISTER SAID HE 
THOUGHT PRESIDENT WAS PARTICULARLY PLEASED AT HAVING 
LANDED AFTER ONE-HOUR FIGHT SALMON WEIGHING MORE THAN 
20 POUNDS. 

BLAKE 
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